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CHARACTERS

Cristobal Colon (Christopher Columbus in English, )
Captain,

Den Pedro, an officer,

Pepe, a boy servant,

Franeisco,
Guillermeo,
Other seamen.

Scene-+----On board the "“Santa Maria."

Time-+-«--October 11, 1492.

(The night is still, and there is little movement in
the sails.)

Francisco, 1 came to warn yvou, sir, The temper

-of the crew is dangerous. We refuse to go on.

I warn you. [ respect your person and do not wish
ﬂ)} see violence used ; but i:? is more than we can
bear, this endless sailing into unknown seas.

Colon (to Don Pedro). 1 will talk to our friend as
man to man. Francisco, let me plead with you.
There are men whom God has chosen for the wor-
king of His will. I am such a man. There is no
more merit in me than in this ship; we are both
instruments of God. Sometimes He chooses oddly:

seamen,

(3)

one stronger than I might serve His purpose better.

But (:i)nce God chose me, who shall withstand me ?
I am a man chosen among all men, to discover that
great world beyond the ocean which I know exists
as surely as | know that Heaven exists.

Fracisco. We are not chosen of God to open up new
ways: we are simple, Lumble men, mﬁ; for our
homes, The men are at the end of their patie‘;me
and spoiling for a fight. (A furious voice rises,)
Pid vou hear that, sir?

Colon. 1 heard the snarling of angry beasts.
Francisco. You heard the just complaints of angry
men, sir. (Guillermo’s voice is heard above the rest,
Colon stends rigid, trying to catch the werds,) Did
you hear that, sir?

Pepe (who has been unobserved). They shan't! They
shan't !

Colen. Boy, come here. What were the weords ?
Pepe (almost weeping). He said, “The Santa Maria
will be the lighter for his body.””

Colon. He said that, did he ? (Te Den Pedre) Send
Guillerme to me! (Guillermeo and other men rush in

(7)
an angry mass towards Celon, growling like angry
animals,)

Voices. (f’)itch him everboard ! Devil's tool ! (They

are about te run up te Colon, when Pepe stands with

his arms spread out.)

Pepe. Cowards! Cowards! You will have to kill

me first!

Veices. Out of the way! Devil's servant |

Colen. What | Does that child stand between me

and death ? (Silence.) Pepe! Come here!

Pepe (going to him quickly). My captain! (The

men are semewhat sheepish,) )

Celon (with quiet authority.) Pepe! This is a vo-
9)

{
vage of discovery. I set out to find a new land of

wealth for our Severeign King and Queen. So far
I have discovered but one thing. [ have discovered
that when a man is given a vision he must follow
it alone. On a long and dangerous voyage, loyalty
passes like seaweed and friendship breaks as a mast
hollowed by weorms breaks. That is my enly disce-
very so far, Pepe.

Pepe. Captain, 1 am still your obedient servant.
Colon (with some emotion). I thank vou. Go, boy,
(Pepe seizes Colon's hand, kisses it, and geoes out.
Guillermo and Francisco also go aff, shamefaced.)
Colon (turning te Pedre). Two minutes ago, Don
Pedro, [ saw s« I thought I saw e (He gazes
inte the darkness.) It waseses It igeesses

Pedro in excitement), What, sir?

Colen. A faint light, rising up and down. Look!
Pedro. It is, sir! Glory be to God! (A sailo
comes running on, mad with joy and excitement.)
Sailor. Did you see it, sir? A light! A light!
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{f) I am inclined to thirk that there is a great
world beyond the ocean, though 1 am net-
sure.

(n) This ship is not the best place for me to

show my ability.

#y I am a man chosen among all men, and no
one can alter His decision.

) God's choice is sometimes mysterious.

() Levalty and friendship are not reliable on
a long and dangerous voyage.
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A country doctor ence told me the sterv of

ene of his patients, a woodcutter's wife whose hus-

band was a strong, silent man little (gigven to expre-
ssing his feelings. This woman, always frail, suffered
a *ruptured appendix and was rushed to the hospital
where, despite a successful eperation and numerous

**transfusiens, she grew steadily weaker. 'lfﬁl doct-
or tried to challenge her te greater effort by sayin
€ "'l thought you would try te be strong like John.'

She replied, “John is so strong he doesn't need
anyone,"” .

That night the dector told John he didn’'t think
his wife wanted te get well. “She’s got to get
well,”” said John. “Would another transfusion
help 2"

The woodcutter's bleod proved to be the same
type as his wife's, and the decter arranged a direct
transfusion. As John lay there, his blood flowing
into his wife's veins, he said, “I am geing to
make vou well,”

“Why ?"" she said, eyes closed.

““Because I need vou,’’ he answered simply.

There was a pause, then her pulse quickened. Her

(3)
eyes opened, and she slowly turned her head. ‘‘Yeu
never -told me before.'’ she said.

Writing of the incident later, the decter said,

S;t} wasn't the transfusion but what went with it
that made the difference between death and life.”
F * ruptured appendi)(::ﬁ'}[,ﬁm,
**transfusion—#§ i,
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One baby is born te be big-boned and square and
strong, (2) another will always be small-boned and
delicate. One individual really seems to be bern to be
fat. If he loses weight (b) an illness, he gains it
back soon afterward. The opposite kind of individual
stays thin, (¢ ) when he has the most nousring food
to eat.

Love and enjoy veur child for what he is, for what
he looks (d), for what he does, and forget about the
qualities that he does not have. The child who is
appreciated for what he is, even if he is homely, or
clumsy, or slow, will grow up with confidence (e)
himself and be happy. He will have a spirit that will
make ( f) all the capacities that he has, and of all the
opportunities that come his way. He will make light
of any handicaps. But the child who has never been
thoroughly accepted by his parents, who has always
felt he was not (g) right, will grow wup (h)
confidence. He will never be able to make full use of
what brains, what skills, what physical attractiveness
he has. If he starts life (i ) a handicap, physical or
mental, it will Be multiplied ten fold (j) he is grown

.
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