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The Severe Exam.
In Modernization

The intensification of entrance examinations did not occur by itself. It should be
considered from many angles. Especially when it has turned into a social problem, it
cannot be considered wichout taking the structure of the society into account like aca-
demic cliques and bureaucracy which have been founded in the modernization of Japan.

“The intensification of en-
trance examinations for uni-
versity produces an opportuni-
ty for us to reconsider the edu-
cation from social viewpoint.
Every spring, the weekly maga-
zines put the articles of high

-~ school ranking classified by the

3

" numbers of students who passed
“the entrance exams,

i and es-
pecially that of Tokyo Universi-
ty influences even the social
column of major national news-
papers and entrance examina-
tions. for" university have literal-
ly come to be social problems.

‘Then what is the cause of the
vice of education accompanied
by the intensification of these
enfrance examinations? A cer-
tain ' fifty-three-old high school
in the readers’
column of a newspaper as fol-
lows: “In every exam season,
many magazines publish the
ranking of high schools. We
think this is the worst cause of
exam. intensification. Mass com-
munications are blamed and we
want people in general to re-
consider whether schools on
top ranking are really good
schools.” But, are these factors
real causes of exam intensifica-
tion? -

The entrance exam and the
title of being a university stu-
dent are closely related with
modern society. The trend of
intensification of the entrance
examination reinforces,  of
course, the increase of the num-
ber of aspirants to university.
Let us consider the problem of
entrance examinations and the
university which accompanies
the problem of entrance exami-
nations.

First, we shall think the prob-
lem of ‘“an academic clique.”
What is the clique? The clique
is a very peculiar product of
modern Japan. Traditionally,

patriarchy has its deep-root for|
the production of clique. Japa- |ing to the chairman, at 1:30

nese thought to “house” gives | Government in power enforced

rise to the idea of “an acadeic
clique.” Historically speaking,

this words started to be used in

the Meiji era. Those words were
used to. point. out the feudal
clan. “A homeprovince clan”
and “an academic clique” took
the important roles in the local
community. Particularly, both
have a close relation with the
bureaucracy which we will con-
sider next.

Academic Clique
And -Bureaucracy

A collusive academic clique
contributes much to the promo-
tion than ability. We think,
there are problems which uni-
versity, in some degree, is se-
lected by student in the influ-
ence of an academic clique.

Next problem is the Japanese
thought which puts emphasis on
bureaucracy and which has
tendency . to look down upon
general public.

This “bureaucracy” and “ten-
dency” closely related each
other. At Meiji era, the then

the thought of “putting bureau-

thought was established along
with-the absolute being of Em-
peror. The graduates from Na-
tional Universities ruled the of-
icial circles before World War
II. The words of*“putting bu-
reaucracy above people” now
became the obsolete word, but
as the bureaucratic sense is still
left, bureaucracy is suported.
In the society in general this
system is also left. In this sys-
tem a school career with an
academic clique produces much
vices.

We have considered the
cause of exam intensification
from the view point of an aca-
demic clique and bureaucracy.
Now what is the problem in
future? This academic clique
and bureaucracy is connected
with Japanese traditional cus-
toms. Japan has been demo-
cratized since the end of World
War II, but a few problems
have been left under our con-
sciousness. Through the en-
trance examination we should
reconsider these problems.

cracy above people” and this ||

not fall into their hands.

Mt. Kotsunagi, the source of living which they have struggled for four generations,

| Righf Not Acquired

did

Kotsunagi case is a struggle
for the right to live which has
continued for more than half
a century and has been suc-
ceeded by the forth and the

fifth generations. How did they

June 18 Stud. Conv. Adjourned

On June 18, at the Tucker
Hall from 1:00 p.m. the student
convention that aims to organ-
ize a committee for student
hall had been scheduled to be
held by the appeal from the
Student Convention Committee.
But it was adjourned because
the required number for sum-
moning students, more than
one-third of wusual attendants,
didn’t become enough even
after 2:00 p.m. Though the
convention was schdeuled to
open at 1:00 p.m. there were
still many vacant seats. Accord-

p.m. the number of people join-
ing in the Tucker Hall was
about 500, letters of attorney
were about 700, 1200 in total,
and for the shortage of fixed
number, members of the Stu-
dent Convention Committee en-
tered classes and caused discus-
sion about settling of the stu-
dent hall for appelaing to joint
in the Tucker Hall.

The chairman, expecting that
volunteers that cut classes
would come to attend the con-
vention, announced that he
would postpone the opening of
the convention, and make the
convention into the assembly
when attendants would not
meet to the required number
after a whole.

At 1:45, the bills prepared
by the Student Convention Com-
mittee were read out and the
movement to settle the student
hall was appealed to promote
by individuals and clubs. What
was said were mainly to have
24 hours of academic autono-
my, and to impeach the reac-
tion of the university authority
to the movement toward aca-
demic autonomy. At 2:05, stu-
dents were called to attend the
convention in the midst of the

classes. But only 300 more let-
ters of attorney were gathered
and not any more students
came and therefore the chair-
man announced the failure of
the convention, which
turned - out to be a mere as-
sembly.

The causes of failing the con-
vention were owing, for one
thing and most of all, to the
fact that the movement to have
no lectures after 1:00 couldn’t
be recognized by the univeristy
authority, and therefore, lec-
tures were carried on as usual.
And for another cause, the fact
that the information activity by
the promotor was not enough
and a large number of students
were not fully informed of the
convention can be mentioned.

In order to re-hold the stu-
dent convention this autumn,
what is expected to the pro-
motor from now on, is to hold
discussions on settling of the
student hall and to involve as
many students as possible into
the discussions. And to fumble
for the way of academic au-
tonomy that is far apart from
the intervention of the universi-
ty authority will also be ex-

pected.

then’

continue to hold their energy
so long without breaking down
on the way? It is the struggle
which concerns the right of
common guaranteed by the
civil law. Though it should be
the right to be recognized, it
was not true for the peasants’
in Kotsunagi. And the energy
must have been sustazined and
maintained.

The right of common is en-
tirely the right to live for them.
So the denial of common means
the judgment of death and the
break-up of family ‘to/ them. So
we cannot deny this right. Their
right must be guaranteed not
only by the civil law but by na-
tural law. No one is allowed to
deny the right to live.

But this right was actually
denied by the court of justice
which should reflect' the uni-
versal spirit of democracy. It is
denied by the judgment that put
emphasis on the formality with-
out considering the substance.
So we can find that the court
is not necessarily neutral if we
see this case naturally.

Originally, the law is to treat
everybody equally. But law
sometimes supports capitalists
and men of power. Moreover,
if the rule of law is formed by
the sacrifices of people, we can-
not depend on the law.

What the farmers at Kotsu-
nagi learnt is the reality of
democracy. What they knew is
not formal democracy but real
one which they felt by the way
of taking action. The admin-
istrative power must be under

existing circumstances, the jus-
tice may be suppressed by the
power and became the organ
of justifying the existing power.

Kotasunagi case is gach

they needed to protect their
rights or nobody protects—this
right. It is difficult to protect
our rights, and so we tend to
abandon our rights. .Are: we
parallyzed by the infringement
of rights? People at una
could see the right-tiearly, |

| with_the matter of life or death.

To the Situation

The rights are often ‘infring-
ed skillfully, and we cannot al-
ways notice it. Therfore, we
must be sensitive to the "in-

infringes it skillfully. But first
of all, we have to be able to

not tell what is abandoning our
tect our rights, we need to

rounds our everyday life.

amine our circumstances for
living, and to protect our life

Power which suppresses our
must protect the right to live
our right. And we need to re-

spect our situation. Itis-the first
step to recognize our right to’

the judical power. But in the

live.
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concrete example. . Ta 7 real:
condition like this, what- they.
actually felt and learnt is that j -~

it was concrete”and connected

fringement, because the Power

tell our rights. Actually-we can-
rights. As the first step to pro-

check every factor which sur-.

and to confront against the

life. As a man we live, and we

flect on ourselves and intro-.

e

PRres

It is the base for us to ex-'

against the those who violate
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Editorial

Emerge From
Narrow View

The meaning of writing, for the newspapermen, is
completely different from that in ordinary cases. The news-
paper:m our club has ever been published with a funda-
T policy to publish our opinions and claims. Discus-

: sxon m}ur club has been conducted on this line. And we
have pursued the relations between the article and our-
selves. We have even developed the personal problems to
the social problems in order to recognize the relation of
ourselves to society. We have long been published our
newspaper on- the above policy. But, when we receive
freshmen in our club and discussed with them the concerns
of their articles, we found a common but different tenden-
cy in them. It seems remarkable to us that they tend to
be self-reflective and attentive to themselves. They thought

_and discussed with us their articles from their personnal

- feel gs and views, and not from social point of view.

el B

. amely, we can say that they stick too much to their
‘.personal problems. We never deny the article of personal
" problems. But it is basically required that personal prob-
- lems have to be developed to the level of social problems
—/{Ifder which agreement we publish our opinions and claims
in our newspaper. It can be said that they attach more
~importance to their personal problems than social problems
~....around them. We are rather surprized at their tendency.
. We are confronted with a new difficulty that how we are
3 to discuss our Q‘g.ric‘f,-r_rls_-and make the article of our news-
paper from now on. We cannot think of ourselves and
cannot give any solution to our pe_rsonal problems with-
_ out taking the outside situation of society into considera-
tion.

. Now, we have the problem, how we obtain means and
~_ends from the society to solve our personal problems.
‘From this point of view, we have to seek for the new way
~of our club

Inquiry Into Ourselves

A few days ago, I went to
the Counseling Center for Stu-
dents and had a talk with a
counselor. She says that those
students who worry about their
personality, human = relations
and psychological problems are
recently increasing, and that
they are increasing in these
four or five years.

According to the statistics of
the Counseling Center in 1974,
the number of the students who
consult about their character
and psychological  problems
amounts to 32.7 percent. This
number of the students follows
that of the students who are
given guidance about the edu-
cational problems. This fact
shows that personality and hu-
man relations have become seri-
ous problems to the modern
students.

Personality contains various
types and above all introversive
personality is most questioned
in our society. It is an introvert
who gets attentions from people
around him and he himself also
worries about his personality.
This introversive personality has
a few extraordinary character-
istics, for example, he worries
too much about his character
and stick to his timidity for a
long time.

But when he can cleary re-
cognize himself, he has -a de-
sire to change his personality.
Another characteristics is that
man of this character shows in-
difference to social affairs. This
fact makes it difficult for him
to take part in various actions.

Above all, the characteristics
of introvert who wants to
change his personality weight
much.

By the way, is it possible to
change our personality? In this
case, it includes many prob-
lems, such as to define the clear
meaning of ‘“personality,” and
if it changes, what has changed
and so on. I would like to in-
troduce you an example of Mr.
A. Mr. A. has been an intro-
vert and taciturn. His personali-
ty is still the same, but he be-
gan to recognize his own per-
sonality when he was a junior
in senior high-school, and he be-
gan to suffer from it. He kept
suffering for about a year, and
he discovered the way of solv-
ing it when he became a senior
and tried to study for the en-
trance exam. He told us the
way of solving is. ..

1. to have a stronger curiosity,

2. to be put to shame positive-
ly, and
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3. to take easy.

He is now a freshman in a
university, and is not what he
used to be superficially by prac-
ticing these three points.

Although he had never been
conscious of his own personali-
ty, nor suffered from it until his
junior year, he had been told of
his own personality many times.
And now he says he is consci-
ous of his personality too much.
But it is too early to conclude
that his personality has chang-
ed, for we understand not his
inner self but his outlook.

Change the Outlook

In this case, the fact that his
outlook has changed can be re-
garded that it includes some
possibility of some change in-
side of himself. What prescribes
one’s outlook is his inside which
is the origin of outlook. In the
case of Mr. A, at least his out-
look has changed, and its in-
fluence is more than our imagi-
nation. He estimates none the
less for it, and admits the value.
The effort io change his out-
look is to change the man him-
self. Then, where should we put
the starting point of changing
one’s personality?  After all,
there is nothing but to change
from outlook like Mr. A. In
other words, it is to change his
appearance. By doing it, can’t
we also change our inside—our
personality?

Writing,
Way to Consider

Whatever sentence we write,
writing is exceedingly active.
And still more we can say it is
very conscious when we think
that writing can express our
thoughts and be opened to the
public. I have been terribly
worring about “Writing”. . .ac-
tive and conscious. . .for a long
time.

I have once read a sentence
which said, “Writing is to work
out and answer the question.”
Just right! So I read, listened,
and thought for an answer. And
as a matter of course I found
everything had been already
written. Writting is to express
the thought concretely, and at

the same time, to remain.

In this case, the problem is
“Can we write sentences equiv-
alent to the thought?” Sentences
don’t have emotional expression
that is peculiar to spoken lan-
guage and a situation that is
common to both a reader and
a writer. That is to say a sne-
tence is solitary. Therefore, if
there is no help, it needs pretty
high technique. But even if I
had it, I am sorry to say that
it seems impossible for me to
bring out what is equivalent to
our thoughts by writing.

And if a sentence remains,
since we are human beings, we
can’t help holding dissatisfac-

[tion: what I was is not what I

am now, but I am not able to
be optimistic by acknowledging
any improvements there. For
writing is considering. It is con-
sidering, and, exactly, under-
standing! We can discover
many more things than only
what we have in our mind. We
discover there is something that
we cannot understand for sure

| by writing at last. Only by writ-

ing, we can own everything!
Therefore, I cannot but write.
I now think that there is noth-
ing but to write what I think
better at the present.

Next, I have come to con-
sider the thought to write. The
thought to write, as well as
writing, is active. We are not
able to write when we don’t
comply with it. So we should
consider with responsibility to
both our feelings and thoughtv\
It is one propose that what we
write will be understood and
criticized by others. But at the
same time, we expect reaction
however it may be. Then we re-
consider, I mean, reconsider
ourselves. Writing is consider-
ing for us. We must continue
considering and writing.

So, as for my conclusion, T
came to think that there is no-
thing but to write what I think
better at the present.

Feelings Beyond

We think the feelings “Sas-
shi” and “Omoiyari,” which are
deep-rooted in the Japanese
heart and existed in the com-
munity have been lost recently.
The relation between “Sasshi”
and “Omoiyari” is that as the
first step we guess a partner’s
feeling and as the second step,
we sympathize for it. This “Sas-
shi” is the feeling that we can
understand each other at heart
without saying any words, and
“Omoiyari” is the feeling to
give a helping hand to a part-
ner that is perceived to be
needed by “Sasshi.”

Then, when we think why
the feeling “Sasshi” and “Omoi-
yari” grow in Japan, the follow-
ing factors can be mentioned.
First, Japan being an island
country as plain as nobody can
deny; secondly, the Japanese
culture and language being
unified excellently; thirdly, Ja-
pan having never been invaded
by the foreign countries, in
spite of taking foreign cultures
flew into- Japan; Japanese hav-
ing been the heteronomous
farming race that needed to set-
tle and cooperate with others,

while the nomadic people be-
ing solitary, autonomous race
marked by strong personality
who seek and move the vast
grassy plain wherever sheep go.

The strongest reason why the
above mentioned feelings grow
will be the forth factor among
above four. It is because there
was the premise that the farm-
ing community has to produce
the food to live, and the in-
sistence of the individual opin-
ion wasn’t permitted and the
people in the village couldn’t
help living - interdependently
while they enhanced the sense
of solidarity with one another.

Japanese Mind

In those situations, the words
became inaccurate and vague
which wouldn’t convey the will
clearly but convey the senti-
ment among one another; the
consideration, thanks, encour-
agement, and sympathy. It may
be due to this that Japanese
language can express even the
very complex and delicated
points in conveyance of the

| feeling but is not proper in con-

Words

veyance of the opmlon of each
other.

If so, it may be natural that

|the eyes can express as much

as the mouth is better to un-
derstand each other. Recently
the above Japanese particular
feelings, ‘“Sasshi” and “Omoi-
yari” have been lost. It is part-
ly because, since the defeat of
the World War II the feelings
“Sasshi” and “Omoiyari” have
been regarded as the feudal
thing and been discarded be-
cause of the shock of defeat,
although those feelings cannot
be regarded as the fruit of
feudalism.  Another reason is
that, the base to form the feel-
ing of “Sasshi” and “Omoiyari”
was lost, because the young left
the village as the worker and
swarm in the city by the de-
velopment of the second and
the third industry, and the vil-
lage community has been col-
lapsed and the workers can
have no community in the city.
We think the understanding of
each other by “Sasshi” and
“Omoiyari” is needed to recover
the tenderness of the human
heart.
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